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Animals and animation 
share more than a
Latin root
Animals have figured 








Can you think of any 
prominent animated 
animal characters?
Most of the time (but 
not always), animals are 
anthropomorphised
Can you think of any examples 
of non-anthropomorphized 
animal characters?
Anthropomorphism is an 
“essential component of the 
language of animation”
Paul Wells
The Animated Bestiary: Animals, Cartoons, and Culture
The animal performer is 
a human, the animator
Animals are often the 
stand-in for how we talk 
about ourselves
Consider who is the 
avatar for the audience
Avatar: The Last Airbender
Appa’s Lost Days
Recipient of Humane 





How do the animators 
communicate the emotions 
and feelings of the character?
What are your thoughts 



















What does the 
filmmaker's technique 
bring to the story of 
Old Bet?
How does the use of an 
animal narrator affect our 
position as an audience?
Thank you!
